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What is AP Human Geography?  
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns 
and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface. Students 
employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental 
consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice. 
 
Text: Students will be using the following text for AP Human Geography. The amount of students taking the 
course will determine if texts will be individually issued. If you wish to purchase a copy for your student, they 
are available on most textbook websites such as Amazon. 
The Cultural Landscape, AP 11th Edition. James M. Rubenstein 
ISBN-13: 978-0-13-292658-4 
 

COMPLETE    

There are 5 THEMES in this class. Define the following themes and be prepared to discuss them on the first 
day of class. These can be found by looking on Quizlet: Rubenstein Five Themes of Geography 

 
The Five Themes of Geography 
1. Location  
2. Place 
3. Movement and Migration 
4. Regions 
5. Human-Environment Interaction  
  

COMPLETE    

Define the following terms and be prepared to discuss them the first day of class. These can be found by 
looking on Quizlet: Rubenstein Basic Concepts Chapter 1 

Basic Concepts 
 

1. Cartography     16. Hierarchical Diffusion      
2. Climate     17. Housing Bubble 
3. Concentration     18. Location 
4. Contagious Diffusion    19. Map 
5. Cultural Landscape    20. Map Scale 
6. Culture      21. Mental Map 
7. Density     22. Pattern 
8. Diffusion     23. Place 
9. Distribution     24. Possibilism 
10. Environmental Determinism   25. Projection 
11. Formal Region    26. Region 
12. Functional Region    27. Scale 
13. Geographic Information System (GIS) 28. Site 
14. Globalization     29. Situation 
15. Hearth      30. Sustainability 
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On the following pages, you will find a series of maps, articles and video links. Each has been chosen to 
address one of the themes or units we will cover throughout the year. There is no set length for the answers 
unless otherwise specified. However, you should make sure to answer each questions with fully developed 
sentences- making sure to answer the question (s) asked.  
 

Format for article discussion questions: 

Typed, 12- point font, double spaced. The answers may also be written in blue or black ink. 

Theme Reading # 1 - Globalization 

One of the major themes of the course is the topic of globalization – a term that is used very often and has 

multiple meanings. For our purposes, let’s define globalization as the interconnectedness of different places in 

the world. This means that various places on Earth that were once isolated from one another now interact, 

sometimes on a daily basis. This interaction can be between individuals (imagine 2 people in different 

countries communicating via Twitter or Facebook) or between countries in one of the following ways: 

 Economic (trade, multi-national corporations like McDonald’s or Wal-Mart) 

 Political (warfare, organizations like the United Nations, NATO, or the European Union) 

 Social/Cultural Elements/Values (clothing, music, social media, language, food, and other cultural 

elements) 

COMPLETE           “How India Became America” 

Now read the following article, “How India Became America” (New York Times) and answer the questions. All 
questions MUST be typed or written using the instructions, above. The article can be found at the following link 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/11/opinion/sunday/how-india-became-america.html 

Questions Article “How India Became America”:  

1. How does the title of the article itself describe the idea of globalization?  

2. Describe in detail the different ways that the author claims that India is becoming more Americanized 

(this is spoken about throughout the entire article)  

3. Towards the end of the article, the author describes the Americanization of India as “...more 

complex...than it first appears.” – describe his feelings.   

4. (OPINION QUESTION) – Based on the article and your own feelings, describe how globalization of 

culture (being exposed to different types of food, clothing, religions, languages, technology, dress, etc.) 

can be both positive and negative for individuals and their cultures. 

COMPLETE           “What Do Maps really Do?” 

Now read the following article, “What Do Maps Really Do” (Laura Herbert) and answer the questions. All 
questions MUST be typed or written using the instructions, above. The article can be found at the following link 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-do-maps-really-do-4088786 

Questions Article “What Do Maps Really Do?”  

1. Why does Hebert argue that maps have to distort reality? 

2. List and describe some of the different types of map projections that the article describes, and what 

each is meant to show the viewer 

3. Hebert argues that contemporary (modern) maps are “...as biased and conventional as ever.” – How 

does she justify this point of view? 

4. When Hebert describes the borders of New Hampshire as “...an idea.” – what does she mean? 

5. What specific things about maps did this article teach, explain, or reveal to you that you didn’t know 

before (or didn’t bother to think about)? 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/11/opinion/sunday/how-india-became-america.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-do-maps-really-do-4088786


COMPLETE           “In a World of 7 Billion People” 

Now watch the video, “In a World of 7 Billion People” (National Geographic) and answer the questions. All 
questions MUST be typed or written using the instructions, above. The article can be found at the following link 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc4HxPxNrZ0 

Questions Video: In a World of 7 Billion People 

1.The video lists the population of Earth as approximately 1 billion in the year 1800, which means it took the 

earth almost 12,000 years (starting with the first civilizations 10,000 years ago) of human habitation to reach 1 

Billion. Describe how many years from 1800 it took to reach each of the following milestones: 

2 Billion  

3 Billion: 

4 Billion: 

5 Billion: 

6 Billion: 

7 Billion: 

2. Why do you think that there has been such quick population growth in the last 230 years? 

3. By how much did life expectancy increase between 1960 and 2010? Why?  

4. The video discusses the rise in urbanization (living in cities) among the human population. How does it 

define a megacity? How many Megacities are there currently? 

5. One of the more interesting parts of the video describes space - according to the video, if all the people on 

earth stood shoulder to shoulder, what us city would we all fit into? 

6. So then what, according to the video, are some problems facing the world due to having 7 billion people? 

World Regional Mapping Activity 

COMPLETE           World Regional Maps 

Study and know the following World Regional Maps. These maps are crucial to our studies, and will be on your 
summer assignment test. You will need to know the following from each map: 

Nation/Country: A Big Picture View 

World Regions: A Closer Look 

Major Bodies of Water: Oceans 

If you are unable to view the maps clearly, please visit my teacher page at: 
https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Domain/9784 

 

WORLD REGIONAL MAPS NEXT PAGE 
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